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McDonald mascot cheers up hearing-impaired children  

 

 
HYDERABAD: Young Abhilash had a smile on his face as the entertainer 
magically turned an innocuous scarf into a walking stick. Abhilash, along with 
some 150 of his classmates, at the Ashray-Akruti School for hearing impaired 
students, spent a day of fun-filled entertainment with the official mascot of 
McDonald’s India, Ronald McDonald at their school 
on Friday. 
The event was organised jointly by the school and McDonald’s India, as part 
of their “Har Chotti Khushi Ka Celebration” campaign, which featured games, 
activities and magic tricks by ‘Chief Happiness Officer’ Ronald McDonald, 
followed by some yummy snacks, courtesy McDonald’s. 
Reaching out to 140 hearing impaired students as well as 43 students from 
marginalised areas, the day’s proceedings were part of the school’s sustained 
efforts to educate and entertain the bright young minds. 
The school, informed Principal A Eshwara Prasad, “tries to provide 
educational and extra-curricular support for the kids to be ultimately 
integrated into ‘normal’ schools in due course of time.” To this effect, the 
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school curriculum places emphasis on voice training, speech and 
communication therapy techniques for its students to be able to be 
integrated into mainstream educational institutions, Prasad added. “Here, we 
do not encourage sign language use, and stress on vocal therapy 
programmes to ensure the child’s educational development.” Functioning 
mainly on the basis of individual and corporate support, the school has plans 
to expand to accommodate more students and spread out to other cities, if 
enough financial support is available. The twelve year-old school now teaches 
students from the Nursery level till the X Standard, informed Prasad. “We 
believe in giving individual attention to the kids to cater to their specific 
needs, and have a teacher for every five students,” the Principal adds. School 
authorities also added that the faculty also includes 10 parents who offer 
their services to teach the kids at Ashray-Akruti. 
With an emphasis on providing all round education for these kids with special 
needs, the school lays stress on extracurricular activities, alongside the 
recommended syllabus. At present, hostel facilities are available to 46 
children, Prasad added. The day’s event, according to Marketing Head at 
McDonald’s India was part of the company’s belief “in giving back to the 
community in which it operates.” He added: “It brings us joy to be able to 
share ‘chotti khushi’ among the youngsters at Ashray-Akruti Foundation who 
are struggling against the odds.” As the kids dug into their sandwiches and 
burgers, one could sense from their smiles that this, indeed, was a day well 
spent. As the brand mascot Ronald Mc- Donald put it, he was “happy to be 
here, to share the small joys of life.” The school at Srinagar Colony may be 
reached at www.ashrayakruti.org, or at 040-23732250.    
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Kids celebrating with McDonald’s 
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Ronald McDonald enjoys Chotti Khushi with Kids 
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